
Acreage: 60.5
Year Acquired: 1966

Enter this preserve on a short boardwalk in a wetland, go uphill, then down, then up, then 
down again traversing wetland forest, upland forest, an area of forested floodplain of the 
Little Elkhart River called "the spreads," and a brushy section of sedge meadow. The variety 
of habitats is more than matched by the variety of trees, birds and wildflowers. There are 
burr oaks, white oaks, hickories, swamp white oaks, red elms, black willows, green and 
black ash, cottonwoods and red maples. Plants include royal and cinnamon fern.

noble noble

Latitude: 41° 22' 49"N  Longitude: 85° 27' 23"W
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Directions:  Southwest of Albion in Noble County. From Fort Wayne (I-69 exit 109B), take US 33
northwest through Churubusco to Merriam. Turn right (north) onto SR 9 and drive about 5-½ miles.
Turn left (west) onto 100N and after 1-½ miles turn right (north) onto River Road. At the first curve
look for the ACRES parking lot on your left. Driving distance from I-69 to the preserve is 26 miles.
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Lloyd W. Bender Memorial Forest Nature PreserveLloyd W. Bender Memorial Forest Nature Preserve
ACRES, Inc., 1802 Chapman Road, Huntertown, Indiana  46748

phone/fax:  (260) 637-ACRE   email:  acres@acreslandtrust.org   website:  www.acreslandtrust.org

Shrub / 
Grassland

Wetland

Forest Contours - 
5' Interval

Waterbody

WaterwayDirections: 
From Albion, take SR 9 south ½ 
mile and turn right (west) onto West 
River Rd. (250N). Follow West River 
Rd. for 1.25 miles. Preserve is on 
the right. 
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Directions:  Southwest of Albion in Noble County. From Fort Wayne (I-69 exit 109B), take US 33
northwest through Churubusco to Merriam. Turn right (north) onto SR 9 and drive about 5-½ miles.
Turn left (west) onto 100N and after 1-½ miles turn right (north) onto River Road. At the first curve
look for the ACRES parking lot on your left. Driving distance from I-69 to the preserve is 26 miles.
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Tiger Swallowtail
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Directions:  Southwest of Albion in Noble County. From Fort Wayne (I-69 exit 109B), take US 33
northwest through Churubusco to Merriam. Turn right (north) onto SR 9 and drive about 5-½ miles.
Turn left (west) onto 100N and after 1-½ miles turn right (north) onto River Road. At the first curve
look for the ACRES parking lot on your left. Driving distance from I-69 to the preserve is 26 miles.
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Lloyd W. Bender Memorial Forest TRAIL DIFFICULTY           TRAIL LENGTH ~ 1.3 miles           


